1

Currents

Currents

Spring 2019

Watershed Farm Preserved with Agricultural Conservation Easement

A

fter more than a decade in the making, and
with the help of many partners, the 123-acre
Watershed Farm parcel will be protected as agricultural land in perpetuity thanks to an agricultural
conservation easement placed on the property
through the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and
Westmoreland County Agricultural Land Preservation Board.

Hereford beef cattle owned by Ken Reed, Jr. of Derry, enjoy fresh spring grass on one of the
farms pastures. The cattle can be seen grazing on the Watershed Farm from April - November.

Once owned by the McConnaughey Family, the farm was purchased by LWA in April, 2000
with the support of several local foundations and
individuals. The goal has always been to protect the
scenic and open character of the farm, while preserving the agricultural history of the property.
Originally established in the late 1800’s, the farm is
now home to LWA’s offices and environmental
education center and continues to serve as a beautiful gateway into the Ligonier Valley.

Working with the United States Department of Agriculture, United States
Fish & Wildlife Service, Pennsylvania Game Commission and California University
of PA Partners for Fish & Wildlife, the farmland was rehabilitated to a successful
cattle grazing operation in 2015. Over 14,000 feet of perimeter fence and 12,000
feet of interior pasture fencing was installed on the farm, in addition to the development of two spring-fed watering systems that feed five troughs on the farm. A stabilized access road and stream crossings were also constructed, as well as the enhancement of riparian areas surrounding the vast amount of water on the farm
through native tree and shrub plantings.
LWA applied to the Westmoreland County Agricultural Land Preservation
program (WCALP) in 2018 to have the Watershed Farm considered for an easement. WCALP works with Westmoreland County farmers to preserve the County’s
rich agricultural heritage. Agricultural conservation easements prevent the development or improvement of the land for any purpose other than agricultural production and are perpetual. Easements are selected for purchase by the WCALP board
and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania if they are part of an existing Agricultural Security Area and meet criteria set forth in the areas of farmland quality, acreage and
development value. Pennsylvania’s farmland preservation program is the best in the
nation, and we are so honored to be part of the 13,000+ acres protected in Westmoreland County through this great conservation effort!
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Beekeeper, John Albright, tends to his hives on the
Watershed Farm.
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For the Birds!

Over 60 participants attended the annual PA Bluebird Society Workshop at
the Nimick Family Education Center on March 16. Led by Society member and LWA Board Member, Wilma Light, attendees enjoyed an informative presentation on bluebirds and their habitats as well as how to attract
this colorful thrush species to their homes. All who participated got to
make their own bluebird nest box to take with them and enjoyed cookies
and refreshments at this popular spring program.

Our 2018 Annual Report is now available!
You can check it out on our website,
www.loyalhannawatershed.org, or request a
hard copy from the office.

Public Meeting Planned on Laurel Highlands Economic Study

I

n 2016, LWA was pleased to partner with other conservation
groups from the Laurel Highlands to commission a study on
the total economic value of water in the Kiski-Conemaugh and
Youghiogheny River Basins within the region. Upon completion,
government agencies, local citizens, and the funding community
can use this information to weigh the economic benefits of conservation and restoration and/or broader policies designed to
produce water quality and quantity improvements in the region.
The results of this report will identify economic values that are
impacted by key focus areas and how they are changing the natural landscape of the Laurel Highlands.
A public meeting on the draft findings of this report is
being planned for Wednesday, May 14, 2019 from 3:00 - 4:30 pm
at the Nimick Family Education Center at the Watershed Farm.
All are invited to attend and provide feedback on the study prior
to its completion later this year.
For more information and to RSVP for the meeting at LWA
or two other area locations, visit the project website at:
https://www.keylogeconomics.com/laurel-highlands.html

The study region overlaps five mainly rural counties:
Westmoreland, Fayette, Somerset, Cambria, and Indiana; and the
following major watersheds: Blacklick Creek, Casselman River,
Conemaugh River, Indian Creek, Jacobs Creek, Laurel Hill Creek,
Little Conemaugh River, Loyalhanna Creek, Sewickley Creek,
Stonycreek River, and the Youghiogheny River.
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3

APRIL

JUNE

Spring Roadside
Cleanups

Loyalhanna
Brewfest

Saturday, April 27
9:00 am start

Saturday, June 22
5:00 - 8:00 pm

Volunteers are needed for
our annual roadside cleanup events! In
Latrobe, join your neighbors to clean
up litter along Route 30 E/W from
Kingston Dam to Saint Vincent College. In Ligonier, over 50 miles of
state and township roadways will be
“picked up” in this community event.


SEPTEMBER

This inaugural event
is the perfect way to kick off your summer! This new outdoor festival held on
the Country Market grounds will feature local craft breweries, scrumptious
food vendors and live entertainment
by “Velveeta” for a 21 and over crowd!

For more information or to register,
contact Josh at (724) 238-7560, ext 2#



$30 per person



Tickets available at the LWA office or
through Eventbrite,
www.eventbrite.com

MAY

JULY

49th

Annual
Membership Meeting

Summer Pig Roast

Friday, May 17
6:00 pm

Saturday, July 13
5:00 - 8:00 pm
Join us for a smokin’ good time at this
casual, family friendly event! Attendees
will enjoy a scrumptious BBQ feast by
Hoffer’s and live bluegrass music in
the LWA Barn!

LWA’s annual membership meeting is a
great time for camaraderie and reflection on our recent accomplishments in
conservation. Join other members for
an evening at Ligonier Country Club
and enjoy a delicious buffet dinner and
entertainment. Hope to see you there!


$50 per person



To make reservations, contact Cathy at
(724) 238-7560, ext 3#

6th Annual Loyalhanna
Sojourn

Paddle 9 miles of the Loyalhanna Creek
from Latrobe to New Alexandria! Shuttle transportation, refreshments and a
commemorative t-shirt included!


$20 per person



Register Online at
www.latroberecreation.org

Mondays and
Wednesdays
Sept. 9 - Nov. 6
4:15 - 5:45 pm
Students in grades 3-5 who attend R.K.
Mellon Elementary School, Laurel Valley
Elementary School or Valley School of
Ligonier are able to participate in handson field studies at the Watershed Farm
in this nine week after school program.
Topics for the fall season will feature
plants, animals and insects and all program materials and a daily snack are provided at no cost to participating students.


Program will be held in the Nimick
Family Education Center at the
Watershed Farm.



Free! Registration is limited to 20
students on each program day.



To register, email Susan Huba at
susan@loyalwater.com to receive a
detailed information packet.

OCTOBER



$30 per person



To make reservations, contact Cathy
at (724) 238-7560, ext 3#

35th Annual Art
Auction Benefit

AUGUST

Saturday, October 26
6:00pm

Harvest Dinner - A Farm
to Table Dining
Experience

Saturday, May 18
9:00 am start

Fall After School
Environmental
Science Club

Saturday, August 10
6:00 pm
This fourth annual community dining
event is set to be another fantastic feast!
Join LWA and Ligonier Country Market
for a festive evening celebrating the
summer harvest.


$50 per person; $90 per couple



More details coming soon!

Join us for LWA’s
largest fundraiser! This year, we celebrate “Seasons” through original artwork created by local and national
artists. The festivities include Live and
Silent Auctions, music, cocktails, dinner and a surprise or two! Proceeds
benefit LWA’s mission to conserve,
protect and restore our natural resources.


More details coming soon!



Contact Cathy at (724) 238-7560, ext
3# for more information

Save the Dates!

The Loyalhanna Watershed Association’s

35th Annual Art Auction Benefit
Saturday, October 26, 2019
Arnold Palmer’s Latrobe Country Club

Join us as we feature the beauty of our
“Seasons” in Live and Silent Auctions
Invitation to Follow

Contact Us
The Watershed Farm
6 Old Lincoln Highway West
Ligonier, PA 15658
Phone: (724) 238-7560
Fax: (724) 238-7681
www.loyalhannawatershed.org

Staff
Susan L. Huba, Executive Director
susan@loyalwater.com, phone ext. 1#
Josh Penatzer, Project Manager
josh@loyalwater.com, phone ext. 2#
Cathy Johnston, Admin. Manager
cathy@loyalwater.com, phone ext. 3#

Board of Directors

Want to become more involved
with LWA as a volunteer or
member? Contact us today!

Wink Knowles, President
Charles Jacobina, Vice President
David Miller, Treasurer
Bill Repko, Secretary
Ormond Bellas
Herb Gundy
Tammy Colt
Wilma Light
William Danchuk
Rege Synan
Daryle Fish
Carole Wright
Gary Gula
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